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December 2018 Newslet ter  

   
   

Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth, may we begin to see the 

world in the light of the understanding you give us.  As you chose the lowly, 

the outcasts, and the poor to receive the greatest news the world had ever known, 

so may we worship you in meekness of heart.  May we also remember our broth-

ers and sisters less fortunate than ourselves in this season of giving.  Amen. 

Dec. 23 – Regular services at 8:00 and 10:30 AM, 
with Sunday School at 9:15 AM. 
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve in the Park at 5 pm at the 
Courthouse Park gazebo.  We’ll sing carols, hear the 
Christmas story and a message, and end with a can-
dlelight rendition of Silent Night.  All are welcome. 
Dec. 24 – Candlelight Communion service at 7 PM 
here at the church. All are welcome.  There will be 
special worship bags for the kids and electric candles 
for them to use safely. 
Dec. 30 – There will be one service only at 10 AM, 
with no Sunday School.  Please pass the word to oth-
ers who plan to attend. 

 The church office will be closed Friday, Dec. 

14, so staff can lay wreaths on graves at Ft. Bayard 

National Cemetery. The church office will also be 

closed Dec. 25 through Jan. 1 in observance of the 

holidays and to prepare for 2019.  Sports and study 

groups with keys will still be able to access the 

building.    

 
PARSONAGE OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, Dec. 9, 2-4 PM 

1408 South Socorro 

Pastor Brad and Sherrie Reeves 

invite you their home to share 

in the Christmas season. 

The combined choirs of First United Methodist 
Church will present the Christmas story in song 
and word on Sunday, Dec. 16, at 3 PM, in the 
Sanctuary.  The Community Choir will be pre-
senting a few numbers at the beginning of the 
program. Be sure to extend an invitation for 
others to join you in experiencing this Christ-
mas message.   

HOLIDAY  SCHEDULE 

Mark Your Calendars 

Ho l i day  Off i c e  Hours  

mailto:main@fumcdeming.com
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCdeming-108847982534616/
http://www.fumcdeming.org
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December. A month that conjures up images of cold, Christmas, winter break, Christmas, shopping, 
Christmas, -- you get the point. What is it about Christmas?  

For me, Christmas shows that God is unwilling to let us go. Jesus chased after us. Bethlehem, of 
course, is where it all began. Having been there, I am left with the question. Why, of all the local people, were 
the shepherds the only ones to come and worship him? Were they the only ones told, or were they the only 
ones who heard and heeded?  

I suspect they were the only ones who took the time to listen for a message. What about us? Do we 
hear the message of “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor 
rests?” (Luke 2: 14 NRSV) 

For myself, I am going take a little time each day during Advent (basically the month of December) 
and pray, “Holy Spirit, where have you spoken the message of Christmas to me this year? If I have missed 
you, I am sorry, but please speak it to me again.” 

Care to join me? 
 
In Christ, Brad Reeves 

It is that time of year again for luminarias. We 
will have a trailer on which to put all of the lumi-
narias, but we still need help loading them at 
Rockhound State Park on Dec. 9. Then we need 
help again on Dec. 24 at 3 PM as we gather at the 
church to place them with fresh candles around 
the bell tower courtyard. For more information on 
helping to provide this beautiful sight, please con-
tact Wendell Hutchison at 575-936-0573. (Text 
him if possible) 

 Many of us have used – and still use – Ad-
vent calendars as a way to count down the days 
while reflecting on the birth of Jesus.  This year, 
why not try a reverse Advent calendar?  Each day, 
purchase and put a non-perishable food item in a 
box.  On Dec. 24th, bring your boxes to the 
church for immediate and future use.  Decorated 
boxes are an added blessing to those facing food 
insecurities during the holidays and beyond. 

 The tags on the tree at the back of the Sanctu-
ary contain information for gifts to purchase for chil-
dren at the orphanage in Palomas and less fortunate 
children in our community.  Please purchase the indi-
cated gift (some have more than one tag), wrap the 
gift with the tag attached on the outside, and return 
the gift to the tree no later than Sunday, December 9.  
The date has been moved up due to the need to deliv-
er some gifts early.  Thank you for bringing smiles to 
the faces of children at Christmas! 

Reverse  Advent  Ca l e ndar  
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 A Holiday Gift Boutique is the theme for December 2018 at the Deming Arts Center.  Come, browse, 
shop and find wonderful, unique gifts for family and friends this holiday season. The gallery is located at 
100 S. Gold in Deming, NM and the hours are 10 AM - 4 PM Monday—Saturday. The boutique will run 
from December 1-30, 2018, and there will be a reception for the artists and crafters on Sunday, December 2, 
from 1-3 PM.  For more information call 575-546-3663, visit our website at www.demingarts.org or see our 
Facebook page. This project is supported in part by New Mexico Arts, a division of the Department of Cul-
tural Affairs, and by the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
 Everyone is invited to the Festival of Lights at Rockhound State Park on Dec. 8 from 5 – 6:30 PM. 
Come on out and stroll among 1100 luminarias lighting the walkways, adobe walls, nature garden, and the 
labyrinth of the park’s visitor’s center. Hot cider and cookies will be served. Toys for Tots Marines will be 
present to gratefully accept new and unwrapped toys. Music and conversation around the courtyard fire pit 
will add to the evening enchantment. Santa even plans to make an appearance. Sponsored by Friends of 
Rockhound State Park. 
 
 Come on out on Saturday, December 1, as the Deming Downtown Merchants Association will kick 
off the Christmas Season with The Festival of Lights Celebration at 5 PM. This celebration will be centered 
at the Copper Kettle Coffee Company, corner of Spruce & Gold, with Santa Clause present. There will also 
be carolers singing and carriage rides available. Not only will the buildings and businesses be lighted and 
decorated, there will also be an immense Tumble Weed Snowman for all to enjoy! Be sure to enjoy your 
downtown as never before, and support our local merchants!  
 At 6 PM a Lighted Christmas Parade will start from the Visitor Center at 800 East Pine Street. Be 
sure to come by and get your lighted float entered in this amazing parade for just a $5 entry fee. The Lighted 
Parade will head west on Spruce then south on Gold, turning east on Poplar then north on Platinum ending at 
the intersection of Ash and Platinum.  
 Following at 7 PM, the First Annual Lighting of the Community Christmas Tree will take place at 
the entrance to the Luna County Courthouse. Santa Clause will be joined by Mayor Benny Jasso and other 
distinguished dignitaries. Come on out and help jump start the holiday season in Deming. 

The Luna County Historical Society will be hav-
ing their annual "Christmas Green Tea" on Sun-
day, December 9, from 1:30 to 4 PM, at the Dem-
ing-Luna-Mimbres Museum (301 S. Silver). Join 
them for music, refreshments, and fun! They will 
be selling raffle tickets for a Holly Strand print as 
well as a Navajo pot. There will also be many 
items in the museum store for great Christmas 
shopping! Admission is free, but a donation is al-
ways welcome. 

FUMC Deming, 

 Thank you for remembering us for 

“Pastor’s Appreciation Month!” Thanks for 

the pretty basket, 3 candles, and $25 Crack-

er Barrell Gift Card. So Sweet. 

 Love, 

 Brad and Sherrie 

http://www.demingarts.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Deming-Arts-Center-1419023808332215/
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The Wreaths Across America wreath laying at Ft. 
Bayard National Cemetery needs volunteers to help 
lay wreaths. If you are interested, they will be laying 
them on Friday, December 14, starting at 9 AM. 
There will also be a Remembrance Ceremony on 
Saturday, December 15, at 10 AM. 

The Deming Community Choir will present 
their holiday concert on Sunday, Dec. 2, at 3 PM, at 
the Deming High School Auditorium.   There is no 
charge for this concert, but donations are gratefully 
accepted.  There will be a variety of songs and styles 
for your listening pleasure. Come on out and support 
those members from the congregation who are part 
of the choir.  

If you can’t make it on the Dec. 2, the choir 
will also be performing during the annual Green Tea 
being held on Sunday, Dec. 9, from 1:30-4 PM, at 
the Deming-Luna-Mimbres Museum. The choir will 
be performing at approximately 3 PM. 

Finally, you can also hear them at our Christ-
mas Program on Dec. 16, here at the church. 

In Indiana, a candy maker wanted to 
make a candy that could be a reminder of Je-
sus Christ, so he made the Christmas candy 
cane. He started off with a stick of pure white 
hard candy. The white color symbolized the 
virgin birth and the sinless nature of Jesus, 
and the hard candy symbolized the solid rock 
which was the foundation of the church, and 
firmness of the promises of God. 

The candy maker made the candy in 
the form of a J, which represented the name 
of Jesus and the staff of the Good Shepherds. 
He then stained it with three stripes which 
showed the scourging Jesus received, and 
symbolized the blood shed by Christ on the 
cross. When you break the cane, it reminds us 
that Jesus' body was broken for us. 

 

And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them; and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and say-
ing, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward all. 

Merry Christmas 
From 

First United Methodist Church 
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Lewis Center Director Doug Powe reimagines the common practice of regifting an unwanted gift. He 
invites us to think of regifting positively — as a way of passing along to others the welcome Advent gifts of 
joy, hope, peace, and love. 

Most of us have received a gift we did not need or one that did not quite fit our personality. It has be-
come common practice for many to regift these unwanted gifts by giving them to someone else. Some people 
even keep a bin of unwanted gifts to regift at the office holiday party or some other festive occasion. But what 
if we thought about regifting differently? What if we committed to passing along to others the gifts of joy, 
hope, peace, and love. Practicing this form of regifting in our congregations can deepen our engagement with 
the Advent season. 

Many people experience loneliness during the holiday season, for example, those in senior living facili-
ties whose families live far away. It can be especially challenging to see others surrounded by loved ones when 
there is no one there for you. We should all commit to the practice of regifting joy to those who need to experi-
ence God’s love during Advent. Taking a few minutes from the hustle and bustle of cooking, shopping, etc., to 
sit with someone who needs companionship more than material things is a transforming gift. 

It is easy to lose hope and live in fear when we see, hear, or read about attacks on innocent bystanders 
all over the world. As Christians we should be the bearers of the good news of hope. In the midst of all that is 
going on around us, we should continue to point toward a different kind of future where, in the words of Isai-
ah, “The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat.” (Isaiah 11:6, NIV) Regifting 
hope to those living in fear is a gift that can open the door to possibilities they never imagined. 

We often think about the need for peace between nations or high-profile individuals. Certainly, we 
want peace in the world. But we also should think about the fractures in our families, congregations, and com-
munities. It can be a gift to be the catalyst that ignites a process of peace when family members haven’t talked 
to each other in so long that they can’t even remember why. Addressing the elephant in the room and dealing 
with the friction in your congregation can be a gift. Seeking ways to move your community toward wholeness 
instead of division can be a gift. Regifting peace does not need to be a Nobel Prize endeavor. The truth is that 
bringing peace to any situation is hard work. But it is something we all can and should do, beginning with 
those closest to us. 

In some ways, we are more loving during the Advent season. It is not uncommon for individuals to 
give more to charities or to help more in other ways during this time of year. But expressing love in these ways 
may not take us out of our comfort zones. Loving outside of our comfort zones is challenging. Just ask the 
lawyer who tried to trap Jesus with the question, “Who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29) Jesus uses a story to 
help the lawyer expand his understanding of neighbor. It may be time for us to expand who we see as our 
neighbor. Regifting love should help us to engage those whom we often overlook and join with them as our 
neighbors in celebrating God’s love. 
 Some perceive regifting negatively. A regifted item can seem like second-hand goods. But during this 

Advent season, regifting is exactly what is needed so that we can share joy, hope, peace, and love with others. 

We should all practice regifting in this manner because truly we believe the gifts of joy, hope, peace, and love 

will sustain our lives as we wait expectantly.  
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We know the stories in the Bible, attend Advent and Christmas Eve worship each year, listen to tons of Christ-
mas carols, and have seen just about every Christmas movie and special. We United Methodists know a lot 
about Christmas, but like most things there is always more to learn. Here are a few lesser-known tidbits. 
 
John Wesley never published a Christmas sermon 
If you search for Christmas sermons by John Wesley, you won’t find any. One reason may be that when the 
Puritans rose to power in mid-1600s England, Christmas fell out of favor. It wasn’t until the mid-1800s, that 
Christmas had a resurgence in England. Queen Victoria and Prince Albert were of German background and 
popularized the Christmas tree tradition in England. The popularity of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 
published in 1843 may also account for the holiday’s resurgence. John Wesley’s Methodist movement began 
in England during those 200 years of Christmas suppression. As a result, there is no evidence they celebrated 
Christmas other than with a special worship service. Many of the English emigrants to America at this time 
were also Puritans who were suspicious of Christmas celebrations. In 1600s Boston they passed a law under 
which people were to be fined 5 shillings for not working on Christmas. It was not until 1870 that Christmas 
became a national holiday in the U.S. 
 
Charles Wesley wrote a popular Christmas song 
John Wesley never published a Christmas sermon, but his hymn-writing brother Charles wrote songs for the 
season from the very beginning. The first Methodist hymnbook, Hymns and Sacred Poems (1739), includes 
Charles’ “Hymn for Christmas-Day.” The song begins, “Hark how all the welkin rings, ‘Glory to the King of 
kings.’” Another Methodist preacher would change the opening line to words we know much better, “Hark! 
the Herald Angel Sings.” In a later publication, Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord, Wesley published 18 more 
hymns for the season. We still sing one of the songs in that collection, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.”  
 
Nativities are filled with symbolism 
What our nativities lack in historical accuracy is often due to the inclusion of powerful symbolism. For exam-
ple, the baby Jesus figurine sometimes has outstretched arms, despite the angels’ words to the shepherds that 
they would find him “swaddled and lying in a manger.” The open arms are a sign of welcome, an invitation to 
receive the salvation we know in Christ. Other elements like animals, trees, and wells also have symbolic sig-
nificance.  
 
Joseph and Mary’s journey 
It may surprise even those who have been Christians for years, to learn how little we know about the man who 
raised Jesus. Joseph is only mentioned in 16 verses in the Bible and none of his words are recorded. The Bible 
tells us only two things definitively. His dad’s name was Jacob, and he worked as a craftsman, probably a 
woodworker. One of the roads Joseph and Mary are called to travel is one from Nazareth to Bethlehem where 
Jesus is born. The approximate 100-mile journey on foot, with possible help from a donkey, took an estimated 
nine or ten days.  
 
Red kettles have United Methodist links 
When Christmas shopping, many encounter the red kettles and ringing bells of The Salvation Army. Not all 
will know that the Salvation Army has Methodist roots. William Booth, a Methodist minister, started The Sal-
vation Army in London in 1865. His passion for reaching the poor, homeless, and hungry with gospel of Jesus 
Christ led him to open a mission to meet people’s physical needs. That mission continues to grow today. 
 
 
And now you know! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 

Communion 

Youth Group 5P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Crafty Kids 3:30P 

Chancel Choir 5P 

Indoor Soccer 6P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickleball 6P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study 9A 

Prayer Group 11A 

Pickleball 1P 

MAT Meeting—
Lordsburg 4:30P 

Women’s Emmaus 
Group 4:30P 

Line Dancing 5P 

Men’s Emmaus 
Group 5:30P 

Bible Study 6:30P 

 

Handbells 4:30P 

Pickleball 6P 

Bible Study Fel-
lowship 6:30P pp 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Christ First         
Karate 5P 

CCR Team          
Meeting 5:30P 

Compass Mfg   
Christmas Party 6P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Food Commod-
ity Distribution 9A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 

Trustees 11:45A 

Parsonage Open 
House 2-4P 

Youth Group 5P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Crafty Kids 3:30P 

Chancel Choir 5P 

Indoor Soccer 6P 

Worship Commit-
tee 6P 

 

SPRC Meet-        
ing 5:30P 

Pickleball 6P 

Young Adult Bowl-
ing Party at 
Starmax 6P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study 9A 

Prayer Group 11A 

Pickleball 1P 

Women’s Emmaus 
Group 4:30P 

Line Dancing 5P 

Men’s Emmaus 

Group 5:30P 

Bible Study 6:30P 

 

Handbells 4:30P 

Pickleball 6P 

Bible Study Fel-
lowship 6:30P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Christ First         
Karate 5P 

Indoor Soccer 6P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW Meeting 2P 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 

Bread Basket 
Sunday 

Christmas       
Program 3P 

Youth Group 5P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Crafty Kids 3:30P 

Chancel Choir 5P 

Indoor Soccer 6P 

 

Pickleball 6P 

 

Bible Study 9A 

Prayer Group 11A 

Pickleball 1P 

Women’s Emmaus 
Group 4:30P 

Line Dancing 5P 

Men’s Emmaus 
Group 5:30P 

Bible Study 6:30P 

 

Mission Commit-
tee 5:30P 

Pickleball 6P 

Bible Study Fel-
lowship 6:30P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Christ Fi5st         
Karate 5P 

Indoor Soccer 6P 

 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve 
Service—

Courthouse      
Park 5P 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight     
Communion    

Service 7P 

 

MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Line Dancing 5P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickleball 6P 

Bible Study Fel-

lowship 6:30P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Christ First         

Karate 5P 

Indoor Soccer 6P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 31 1 2 3 4 5 
 

Morning Worship 
One Service     

Only 10A 

(No Sunday 
School) 

 

Pickleball 1P 

 

 

 

 

 

     

D e c e m b e r   2 0 1 8  

O F F I C E  C L O S E D  

Office Closed 

Office Closed 


