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First United Methodist Church – Deming 
1020 S. Granite Street Rev. Dr. Brad Reeves, Pastor    (575) 546-2791 
 

 

Sunday Services: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM     Website: www@fumcdeming.org 
 

Bible Studies: 9:15 AM (For all ages) Email: main@fumcdeming.com 
 

Nursery Available Handicap Accessible  Facebook: FUMCdeming 
 

        Twitter: @DemingFumc 
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The mark of a great church is not its seating 
capacity, but its sending capacity. 

February 2020 

Pastor Brad will be continuing his sermon 

series, “It Is All About Being a Friend,” 

through the end of Epiphany. The following 

are the four remaining sermon titles along 

with the scripture. Please feel free to read 

ahead and prepare for each week. 

Feb 2—Do Not Pray for the Lost, Luke 10:1-12 

Feb 9—Lakes-Cast Your Net as Wide as Possible, Mark 7:24-30 

Feb 16—Streams Fishing, Acts 16:11-15 

Feb 23—Ponds: The Serious Place, Matthew 15:10-20 

We look forward to seeing you on Sunday mornings as we      

continue through Epiphany. Blessings! 

Ash Wednesday will be celebrated on February 26 

with 2 services. The first service will be at 7 AM. This 

will be a Come and Go time of private meditation/

prayer with imposition of ashes. The second service 

will be at 6 PM with imposition of ashes. Both are in 

the Sanctuary and open to everyone. The offering that 

night will be given to the McCurdy Ministries      

Community Center. Click on the name for more      

information about the center. 

http://www.fumcdeming.org
mailto:main@fumcdeming.com
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCdeming-108847982534616/
https://twitter.com/DemingFumc
http://www.mccurdy.org
http://www.mccurdy.org
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 One time I heard a speaker say, “I     

believe that the local church is the hope of the 

world.” Since then, I have heard several others 

make similar comments. The first time I heard 

it, if I am honest, I had my doubts. After all, I 

am a preacher. I have seen the church at its 

worst and frequently that was worse than I 

thought possible. However, since then, God 

has removed my doubts. Why? Because it is 

not about the church, it is about the God of the 

church. 

 You can make the case for the church 

by the good that the church has done in the 

world. For now, I will leave that argument for 

another time. (Probably next month.) 

 However, for me, the best argument for 

the church is the good God has used the church 

to accomplish in me. You see, the church 

(local, denominational or universal) has       

frequently put me in a place where I have had 

to choose love, had to choose forgiveness, had 

to choose prayer, had to choose to nestle up to 

God. Why? Because I was in such discomfort. 

Pain I felt because I was in the church.     

Sometimes, it was my sin that caused my     

anguish, sometimes it was the sin of others, 

still…. God used the agony to bring about   

holiness in me. 

 What about you? Do you believe in the 

God of the church and that God will use the 

church? I pray that you will. 

 

 In Christ, 

 

 Brad Reeves 

Many of you have heard about the 

“Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace 

Through Separation” which will be    

presented at the upcoming General   

Conference. If you’d like more            

information, here are links to two good 

articles: 

Parties Sign Proposed Separation   

Agreement    

It’s Still About Your Church 

The first Sunday of every 

month we take up a          

collection for local mission 

outreach. We will be doing 

so again on February 2. You 

may make your donation as 

you come forward for Communion. The 

following story is one of many that can be 

told because of your continued support of 

local missions. 

 Thank you for reaching out to those 

in need within our community. The Bible 

says that whatever you do for the least of 

these you have done unto Jesus. Your    

donations enabled an elderly woman     

living on Social Security to have 

heat.  Her income is just over the limit to 

get help with food stamps or Low Income 

Heating Assistance. She had not been 

helped before but asked for help because 

she had used some of her Social Security 

to help her daughter get into a Substance 

Abuse Treatment Center. You helped pay 

this woman's gas bill so she could have 

heat during some of the coldest months of 

the year. God bless you for your            

generosity. 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/traditionalists-progressives-centrists-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-at-separation
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/traditionalists-progressives-centrists-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-at-separation
https://arumc.org/2020/01/its-still-about-your-church/?fbclid=IwAR2LooDoaFrCjD86gjlEUSI88tsSxlGZlBZgjaToGx6o066kte41M39hnjU
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 Have you ever wanted to 

study the Bible, but you 

just don’t  seem to have 

your Bible and study 

tools when you have a 

free     moment? Are you 

afraid to study the Bible seriously because you 

do not have the money for expensive Bible 

software (Pastor Brad has spent thousands on 

his through the years). However, it seems we 

are never without our phones these days. Did 

you know that Bible apps can be very helpful 

and useful? This Bible Study continues on 

Wednesdays at 6 PM up until February  19. 

The UMW will be holding 

their annual Rummage Sale 

on Saturday, March 7 from 

8:30 AM to Noon.  Donations 

for the sale are greatly 

appreciated. You may bring in 

your small items starting Monday, February 

3. Large items and furniture will be accepted 

from March 2-6.  If you need help getting 

items to the church, let the UMW know and 

they will try to help you out. The UMW 

would like to thank those who bought items 

at the Christmas Bazaar. With the money 

raised, they were able to give some extra 

funds to missions like camp scholarships. 

 It happened on      

perhaps the best day of his 

life so far—the day before 

the day Jesus would make 

the journey to the worst day 

of his life. Jesus and three of 

his disciples gathered on a high mountain 

where Jesus was transfigured right before 

their eyes. The voice of God spoke three 

thunderously piercing words into the minds 

and hearts of those disciples. They were as 

follows: LISTEN TO HIM. 

Those words now come to us, the   

present-day disciples of Jesus. The forty days 

of Lent open up a journey from the top of 

Transfiguration Mountain to the bottom of 

the Valley of the Cross. These forty days   

provide forty steps, if you will, to lean in and 

listen deeply to Jesus. As we do so we find 

the way of the cross is the road to              

resurrection. Listening to Jesus—it's our 

highest calling to the lowest place where we 

discover our lives transformed and our worst 

days breaking forth into our best life. 

Join Pastor Brad on this journey   

starting Wednesday, March 4, at 6 PM in the 

Fellowship Hall. Watch for more information 

in the Sunday bulletins. 

Back in January, Calleigh 

Sweetser traveled to Denver, 

CO, to the National 4-H       

competition.  She competed in 

Consumer Decision Making.  

Calleigh won 5th place in the 

nation. We celebrate with her parents, John 

and Candie Sweetser, plus her team and   

sponsors.  Calleigh is a member of the first 

service praise band, playing the electronic 

keyboard. Congratulations Calleigh on a job 

well done representing Luna County. 

We invite all men to 

join us for the new 

Men’s Bible Study. We 

meet on Monday nights 

at 6 PM in the Little 

Lambs East classroom. We are currently   

studying the Book of Acts. If you would like 

to deepen your faith with God through             

fellowship with other like-minded men, please 

join us. For more information or any        

questions, please contact Oscar Briceno at 915

-497-5310. 
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A big thank you to all who helped the UMW with the 

Shephard’s Run this past Christmas Eve. Shephard’s Run was 

started several years ago by the UMW to honor and support 

emergency services/first responders who work on Christmas 

Eve. Originally, they did individual plates of cookies, taking a 

certain number to each location (fire, police, state police,  

sheriff, hospital, port of entry, detention center, etc.). Now 

they do large Pepper’s sized trays taking one to each location. 

This is an extension of the UMW in the local community that 

is appreciated by the recipients. This was from the hospital, “Thank you so much from Mimbres   

Memorial Hospital and Nursing Home. We enjoyed them so much!!! This is such a wonderful 

tradition!! You are appreciated. Thank you again.” 

Thank you for all that you do for Luna   

County 4-H and Deming FFA. We appreciate 

your support for the 2019 Southwestern NM 

State Fair. 

First United Methodist Church, 

 Thank you for supporting the SWNM 

State Fair. We greatly appreciate you! 

 Respectfully, 

 Isaac Gamboa 

 

 

To my Deming FUMC family- 

 Merry Christmas to the friendliest and 

most welcoming church family I know. 

Thank you for making us a part of your   

family. 

 I love you all, 

 Liz Curtis 

Dear Friends in Mission, 

 Thank You! The dear people you just 

helped with your gift to UMCOR may never 

have the opportunity to meet you, but if they 

did, I am certain their response would be  - 

Thank You! 

 Since 1940, UMCOR has served as the 

humanitarian agency of The United Methodist 

Church, providing disaster response and relief 

to areas impacted by natural and man-made 

disasters around the world. 

 And through your financial support, 

you are serving within a vital network of    

interactive relationships as UMCOR responds 

to increasingly-frequent and destructive 

storms – sharing 100% of donated funds with 

those in need! 

 Together, may we continue to reveal 

the love of God for men, women, and       

children of all ethnic, racial, cultural, and   

national backgrounds and to demonstrate  

genuine love for your neighbors 

(Through your generous giving, the church 

was able to send $1029 to UMCOR US     

Disaster Response and Recovery.) 
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If you or someone you 

know is looking for a 

short term job in order 

to make a  little extra 

money, The US     

Census Bureau is looking to hire        

thousands of people nationwide to help 

with the 2020 US Census. If interested, go 

to this link for more information: 

 

2020 Census Job Opportunities 

 It is hard to believe 2020 has arrived. It is harder still to believe that 

Transforming Luna County will be 15 years old in May 2020. This is the date a 

vote was taken to begin work on the organization and a Development       

Chairperson was chosen.  

 It is amazing how God has faithfully guided us and provided              

exceedingly, abundantly all we could ask or think. He has used you over the 

years to provide financially so that Christ’s love could be tangibly experienced in our community 

through the services we offer. 

We thank you for your generous donation of $831.08* for 2019. (Christmas Eve offering) 

Your gifts have had a significant impact on over 3,238 families during the past twelve years.  

Working together through the churches, we have helped them with gas, bus tickets, food, furniture, 

household items, meds, motel stays, ramps, rent and deposits, transportation, utilities, and many 

other items. They have been offered budget mentorship. And, most importantly we have listened 

attentively to their needs and offered prayer and encouraged them to attend local churches that will 

come alongside them as they grow personally and spiritually. They have also received Bibles and 

Christian literature. 

These families that have been helped are not the only ones that have been blessed and       

affected by our ministry. Agencies and the local government see God’s hand of kindness through 

the many volunteers who go the extra mile to help our neighbors in need. So many local agencies 

tell us how grateful they are we exist because it helps their clients well beyond what they could do. 

Many are grateful that we can pray for their clients and tell them of God’s great love and purpose 

for them. 

We are so grateful to be able to partner with you for God’s glory. 

In his Service, 

The Board, Volunteers, and Staff of TLC 

 

*Note: The Local Mission Fund, made up of donations the first Sunday of each month, are used in 

conjunction with TLC for use on behalf of the less fortunate within our community. The total for 

2019 was $8720.82. 

The United Methodist Men would 

like to thank those who made our 

Smoked Meat Sale a success. We 

were able to raise $1931. This 

money will be used to further our local        

missions such as helping TLC buy bed frames 

and our Easter Baskets. We appreciate the   

support of the local church and look forward to 

bringing you our next sale. 

http://www.2020census.gov/jobs
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The Deming Art Center is excited to bring 

you the annual “Deming Student Exhibit”, 

(Junior High and High School) which will 

be on display February 1-27, 2020 at the 

Deming Art Center. They are located at 100 

S. Gold in Deming. Hours are 10AM – 

4PM, Monday – Saturday. For more         

information call 575-546-3663, visit their 

website at www.demingarts.org, or see their 

FB page. 

 

Here's a way to donate to a good 

cause while enjoying a great meal. The 

Wesley Foundation student ministry at 

New Mexico State University is having its 

18th Annual Pancake Supper Fundraiser on 

Tuesday, February 25, 2020, from 4-7 p.m. 

at University United Methodist Church, 

2000 S Locust St.  If you're in Las Cruces 

that day shopping, going to a doctor's ap-

pointment, or visiting a friend, you could 

stop in for an early dinner and still make it 

home before sunset!  

We'll have warm pancakes (all you 

can eat) right off the griddle with plenty of 

sweet syrup, fruit, nut, and whipped cream 

toppings along with sausage and bacon. On 

this year's Fat Tuesday, enjoy a delicious 

dinner, meet other United Methodists, and 

support this wonderful campus ministry.  

Payment for the meal will be by donation 

with all proceeds benefiting the Wesley 

Foundation at NM State University. (Note: 

Beth Simpson is serving as the Interim Ex-

ecutive Director of the Wesley Foundation. 

She would love to see you at the pancake 

supper!) 

Silver Linings will be holding a Grand 

Opening “Empty Bowl” Fundraiser. You 

can choose from 2 soups, drinks, and      

dessert on Feb. 29 at 4 or 5:30 PM. Only 25 

tickets are available per time. For more     

information, you can call 575-936-4095 or 

check out the flyer on the office bulletin 

board.  

http://www.demingarts.org
https://www.facebook.com/Deming-Arts-Center-1419023808332215/
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 With the start of the new decade come new challenges for our     

financial safety. The big one has to do with how you write out your 

checks. We are being told to write out the complete year when writing a 

check.  

 If you abbreviated January 1, 2020, to 1/1/20, it’s possible that 

someone could add two more numbers to the end to change the year.    

Certain documents could change and possibly harm people if the dates are 

changed. Someone could, in theory, change that “20” to say “2021.” Legal 

documents could have even more sinister outcomes. Imagine you signed a contract binding you to 

something from 2/1/20 through 4/1/20. Someone could change those “20’s” to any other year this 

century and drastically change your agreement. Instead of working from February, 2020 trough 

April, 2020, it could show you agreed to work from February, 2005 through April, 2040. 

So bottom line…Be careful when writing down the year on legal documents and your 

checks! 

Fasting and Feasting 

Lent should be more than a time for fasting. It should also be a joyous season of feasting.           

Lent is a time to fast from certain things and to feast on other. 

It is a season in which we should: 

Fast from judging others 

Fast from apparent darkness 

Fast from ill thoughts 

Fast from words that pollute 

Fast from discontent 

Fast from anger 

Fast from pessimism 

Fast from worry 

Fast from complaining 

Fast from negatives 

Fast from pressure 

Fast from bitterness 

Fast from self-concern 

Fast from discouragement 

Fast from facts that depress 

Fast from suspicion 

Fast from shadows of sorrow 

Fast from idle gossip 

Feast on the Christ indwelling them 

Feast on the reality of light 

Feast on the healing power of God 

Feast on phrases that purify 

Feast on gratitude 

Feast on patience 

Feast on optimism 

Feast on divine order 

Feast on appreciation 

Feast on affirmation 

Feast on unceasing prayer 

Feast on forgiveness 

Feast on compassion for others 

Feast on Eternal truth 

Feast on hope 

Feast on enthusiasm 

Feast on truth 

Feast on purposeful silence 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 

Communion 

Youth Group 5P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Chancel Choir 5P 

Men’s Bible    
Study 6P 

Indoor Soccer or 
Basketball 7P 

 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Praise Team 5P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Group 11A 

Pickleball 1P 

Women’s Emmaus 
Group 5P 

Men’s Emmaus 
Group 5P 

Line Dancing 5P 

Bible Study 6P 

 

 

Handbells 3:30P 

Pickleball 6P 

Bible Study    
Fellowship 6:30P 

Community    
Choir 6:30P 

 

Pickleball 8:45A 

Christ First         
Karate 6P 

Indoor Soccer or 
Basketball 7P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I Hope You Can 
Dance” Ball 6P 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 

Trustees         
Committee 11:45P 

Youth Group 5P 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Chancel Choir 5P 

Finance          
Committee 5:30P 

Men’s Bible    
Study 6P 

Indoor Soccer or 

Basketball 7P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Praise Team 5P 

Worship          
Committee 6P 

 

 

Prayer Group 11A 

Pickleball 1P 

Women’s Emmaus 
Group 5P 

Men’s Emmaus 
Group 5P 

Line Dancing 5P 

Bible Study 6P 

 

 

Handbells 3:30P 

Pickleball 6P 

Bible Study    
Fellowship 6:30P 

Community Choir 
Practice 6:30P 

 

 

Pickleball 8:45A 

Christ First         

Karate 6P 

Indoor Soccer or 
Basketball 7P 

 

United Methodist 
Women 2P 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 

Bread Basket 
Sunday 

Communion 

United Methodist 
Men 7A 

Youth Group 5P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Chancel Choir 5P 

Men’s Bible    
Study 6P 

Indoor Soccer or 
Basketball 7P 

 

 

TLC Appreciation 
Dinner 

 

Pickleball 1P 

Praise Team 5P 

CCR 5:30P 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayer Group 11A 

Pickleball 1P 

Women’s Emmaus 
Group 5P 

Men’s Emmaus 
Group 5P 

Line Dancing 5P 

Bible Study 6P 

 

 

Handbells 3:30P 

Pickleball 6P 

Bible Study    
Fellowship 6:30P 

Community Choir 
Practice 6:30P 

 

Pickleball 8:45A 

Christ First         
Karate 6P 

Indoor Soccer or 
Basketball 7P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 

Youth Group 5P 

 

  

 

Pickleball 1P 

Chancel Choir 5P 

Church           
Council 5:30P 

Men’s Bible    
Study 6P 

Indoor Soccer or 

Basketball 7P 

 

Pickleball 1P 

NMSU Pancake 
Supper 4P 

Praise Team 5P 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Come and Go 7A 

Prayer Group 11A 

Pickleball 1P 

Women’s Emmaus 
Group 5P 

Men’s Emmaus 

Group 5P 

Line Dancing 5P 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 6P 

 

Handbells 4P 

Pickleball 6P 

Bible Study    
Fellowship 6:30P 

Community Choir 
Practice 6:30P 

 

Pickleball 8:45A 

Christ First         
Karate 6P 

Indoor Soccer or 
Basketball 7P 

 

February 2020  

6th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

Transfiguration of 

the Lord 

 

4th Sunday After 

Epiphany 

5th Sunday After 

Epiphany 


