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First United Methodist Church – Deming 
1020 S. Granite Street Rev. Koreen Guillermo, Pastor    (575) 546-2791 
 
 
 

 

Praise Singing: 8:15 AM    Website: www.fumcdeming.org 
 

 

Morning Worship 9:00 AM    Email: main@fumcdeming.org 
 

 

Bible Studies:  10:15 AM (All Ages) 
 

Check us out on  Facebook   and   YouTube 

Give thanks in all circumstances for this is God’s 

will for you in Christ Jesus. 

-1 Thessalonians 5:18 
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O F F I C E  C L OS E D  

Beginning in early October you may have noticed staff 

changes in the Church Office. Cindy Brodbeck has “officially” 

left her position as Part-Time Administrative Assistant. We are 

sad to see her go, but we also know we can call on her when 

we need her knowledge and expertise! She has kept the office 

running for the last two years, spearheaded some impressive 

changes to the physical look of the space, and has been a jill-of

-all-trades. We wish her well in the next chapter of her life. 

The office is now staffed with Irma Milo and Lucy   

Williamson. Irma has been with FUMC since April learning 

the ropes and working with Cindy. Lucy has returned for      

another snowbird season, and her third winter at FUMC.  

Irma will work Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9 AM – 

5 PM. Lucy will work Mondays and Thursdays from 8 AM –   

4 PM.  

The office will be closed on 

November 24 in observance 

of Thanksgiving. 

http://www.fumcdeming.org
mailto:main@fumcdeming.org
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCDeming
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3iQSYvcBZTpm1c2qFWAStA
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 Where has this month gone?  I swear it was just yesterday 

that I was handing off a newsletter article to our marvelous      

editor, Andrew.  And here I am needing to do another one.  

That’s how it is in the life of a pastor.  From about                   

mid-September through the end of the year time just seems to speed up.  If I take a few days off 

or forget to look at my calendar, things just creep up and all of a sudden they are upon me. 

With that thought in mind I think it behooves me to use this month’s newsletter to inform 

you of the holiday happenings for First United Methodist Church.  Yes, it is already this time.  

Christmas is only nine weeks away and Thanksgiving is only four.  The next couple of months 

are already shaping up to be busy times for FUMC-Deming. 

 

First, what we will not be doing.   

 Worship committee has decided that we will not be doing Christmas Eve in the park this 

year.  We do not have the man/womanpower to manage the logistics of getting all the       

necessary equipment to the park and back to the church in time for the Christmas Eve service 

in the sanctuary.   

 

Next, what we will be continuing or bringing back post-Covid (in addition to the Service of  

Carols and Candlelight on Christmas Eve).   

 Thursday, November 24th - The Community Thanksgiving Dinner is back.  It will be held at 

FUMC, but we will not be in charge of coordinating anything other than food handler     

training.  This meal is open to anyone in the community regardless of economic status.  If 

you are in town and don’t have plans, consider celebrating with our neighbors.   

 Saturday, November 26th - The UMW ladies will be having their Christmas Bazaar on the 

Saturday after Thanksgiving.  If you have any Christmas themed items that you don’t want 

anymore and which are still in decent shape, consider donating them to the UMW (and come 

buy some ‘new to you’ things).  All proceeds from this bazaar and the Spring rummage sale 

will be used for scholarships and local missions.   

 Saturday, December 24th - Also coming back this year will be Shepherd’s Run.  We will be 

delivering Christmas goodies to first responders and other “critical” workers on Christmas 

Eve.  Be on the lookout.  We will be asking for donations of cookies and possibly delivery 

people. 

 Saturday, December 24th – We will have the traditional Christmas Eve Service of Carols and 

Candlelight. 

 

Finally, what we will be doing that is new or different.   

 Sunday, November 27th - The Worship Committee will be finalizing plans for decorating the 

church for Christmas next week.  What we are talking about right now (still tentative and 

subject to change) is having each Sunday School class, including the youth, to take            

responsibility for one tree and/or area of the church.  This will be in lieu of Sunday School.  

We are also talking about having some sort of church meal that day. 

 

        Continued on page 3 
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Continued from page 2 

 Tuesdays, November 29, and December 6, 13, and 20 - I will be facilitating an Advent Bible 

Study.  We will be using the book The Heart That Grew Three Sizes:  Finding Faith in the 

Story of The Grinch by Matt Rawle.  Please sign-up on the list by the sound booth in the 

sanctuary so we can get enough books ordered.   

 Sunday, December 4th at 2:00 p.m. - We will have a Zoom meeting at the church with Rev. 

Josh Kouri, the Chair of the Conference Board of Trustees, and Rev. Dr. Pam Rowley, our 

District Superintendent, on the basics of disaffiliation vs. remaining with the UMC.  It will 

give us some information which will lead us to decide whether or not to enter into the       

discernment process regarding our future as a church.  This is very important for all of us 

and the life of our church.  Please make every effort to attend.   

 Saturday, December 17th - Our choir will be doing a Christmas concert for the community.  It 

will be an evening performance of both Christian and secular music of the season.   

 Wednesday, December 21st at 5:30 p.m. - I will be adding a Blue Christmas Service this year. 

 Sunday, December 25th – Wear your Christmas pajamas or Christmas Sweaters and come for 

an abbreviated worship service followed by hot cocoa and Christmas cookies.  Sunday 

School will be at the discretion of the individual class. 

 

Many of you may be asking what a Blue Christmas Service is.  That’s a legitimate question 

as it hasn’t been widely observed in United Methodist circles until fairly recently.  Blue      

Christmas, also sometimes called a Longest Night Service, is a service designed for people who 

struggle with the Christmas holiday for some reason and people who support them.  It could be 

that they have lost a spouse and have no family nearby.  It could be that they don’t have good 

memories of Christmas from their childhoods.   It could be that they experienced some sort of 

trauma around the season and the holiday is a reminder of that.  Whatever it is, this is a time of 

reflecting on our darkness and remembering the hope the season is supposed to bring.  I have 

done it for several years, and although it does not draw a large attendance, it is a very          

meaningful service for those who come.  This service will be advertised throughout the        

community.  I would encourage you to come and experience it.  Even if you are not one who 

suffers during the Holiday Season, you can be the one to hold someone’s hand, offer a hug or a 

shoulder to cry on, or simply embody the love of Jesus Christ to God’s precious, beautiful, and 

beloved children. 

Please mark your calendars for all of these events and services.  Also be on the lookout for 

more information.  I am excited to share in all of them with you as we continue to get back to 

more normal activities while acting as Jesus’ hands and feet to our community. 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  

-Romans 11:33-35 
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  Pastor      Koreen Guillermo 

  Leadership Chair 

  Treasurer     Harold Morrow 

  Lay Leader/Lay Delegate to AC  Mary Galbraith 

  Lay Leader/Lay Delegate to AC  Wendell Hutchison 

 

Class of 2023   Class of 2024   Class of 2025 

     Imelda Veeder           Tamara Hurt  Rueben Gamboa 

       Carol Krum     Carol Shultz    Ann Cressman 

   Mike Hofacket  Dwight Phillips       Joan Bland 

It’s that time of year 

again for our mission 

project involving the 

Casa de Amor girls 

orphanage in Palomas. This year our church will 

be adopting some girls who will have Christmas 

gifts delivered to them the week of Christmas. 

Each girl will be gifted a jacket, shirt, shoes, 

socks and pants. As in years past, we will be 

making gift tags which will be put on the  

Christmas tree located at the back of the        

sanctuary. We ask that you take one or as many 

tags as you like. The girls in Palomas greatly  

appreciate your continued support. We are also 

asking for monetary donations so we can provide 

the orphanage director with enough money to 

purchase what they need for Christmas dinner. 

Put your donation into an envelope marked 

for the orphanage. If you write a check, 

please put Casa de Amor Christmas on the 

memo line. Thanks for helping make their 

Christmas holiday a little brighter. Check the 

bulletin for when the tags will be available. 

This Advent study will be     

facilitated by Pastor Koreen. 

We will be studying the book, 

The Heart that Grew Three  

Sizes: Finding Faith in the   

Story of The Grinch by Matt 

Rawle. Please sign up in the 

back of the sanctuary by the 

sound booth so we can order 

enough books. 
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 This month’s Bread 

Basket offering will be    

taken on November 20 and 

will support the non-cancer 

support fund. 

 This fund, here at 

FUMC, is used to help people with      

transportation costs to and from medical  

appointments. The church sees this as a big 

need in the community especially since 

there is large organizational support for  

cancer patients. This fund enables others 

needing support to find  the help they so 

desperately are looking for. 

 If you would like to make a           

donation, please mark the memo line on 

your check accordingly, or place cash in an 

envelope and drop in the basket during the 

final hymn Sunday morning. 

Communion will be held on 

November 6. We have       

resumed  normal communion 

practices with fresh elements 

at the communion rail. If you 

wish, you may bring your own or we will 

have some individual prepackaged ones  

available. We will be taking our special Local 

Mission Fund offering. Please mark your 

checks and envelopes appropriately. Local 

needs are great. Your generosity brings hope! 

The United Methodist 

Women meet the third 

Wednesday of each month. 

This month they will meet 

November 16 at 2 PM in the     

Parlor. For more information, please contact 

Imelda Veeder or Phyllis Mudd. 

The United Methodist Men 

will be meeting on Sunday, 

November 20, at 7:30 AM 

in the Memorial Classroom. 

All men are welcome to 

join us for a light breakfast and fellowship         

followed by our meeting. 

Join the Praise Band every Sunday     

morning at 8:15 as they lead worship 

through music.  

November 18-19 “Preaching 

to the Folk” by Zoom Friday 6 

– 8 pm; Saturday 9 am – 4 pm. 

Rev. Tina Cross - Facilitator. 

The study book is : From Pew 

to Pulpit by Clifton F.      

Guthrie. Available from Amazon, Cokesbury 

and Christianbook. Register Here  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KCkeY3inlmGcz44Ppk95w2LcSsCHCs7GCO-H5SaAiHhYMQ7-49C1aHwxbi7mj2nKJghXqtOvLU_hEGxmYvqYjreqe4IOaSj39h8ZU872nfDnDO7y0DY-Tgg4km8HBdvBnpPrgj5g0VO0V2ZReKjFN4gpVoKUy0s9&c=bf_8tUvlGh1hTCfO1dKLhKRkwVgHPlhFd_tIjNVR2iaxtKvpxObK6Q==&ch=OqAJ
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Our Facebook Devotional, Journey Through the New Testament, will proceed in November 

by finishing the book of 2 Peter and doing the book of 1 John. See below for the schedule of 

readings.  
 
 

Week 1      Week 2 

       Monday 11/7   2 Peter 3:1-10 
Wednesday 11/2 2 Peter 2:1-16 Wednesday 11/9  2 Peter 3:11-18 

Friday  11/4 2 Peter 2:17-22 Friday  11/11  1 John 1:1-10 

 

Week 3      Week 4 

Monday  11/14 1 John 2:1-17  Monday 11/21  1 John 3:11-24 

Wednesday 11/16 1 John 2:18-28 Wednesday 11/23  1 John 4:1-6 

Friday  11/18 1 John 3:1-10  Friday  11/25  1 John 4:7-21 

 

Week 5 

Monday  11/28 1 John 5:1-12 

Wednesday 11/30 1 John 5:13-21 

In last month’s newsletter, we reported on the campaign to 

raise money to replace all the lights in the church with new 

LED fixtures. We would like to report that we have raised 

the entore amount foe the campaign. Of this amount, 

$12,444 was raised by individual contributions and $8296 

was given by the Trustees. The church will be writing a 

check to M Squared Electric for $20,740 once inspections 

and certifications are completed. Praise the Lord! We can’t thank the congregation enough. You 

are a generous group of individuals who step up when called into action. If you haven't noticed, 

all of the lights have been replaced. You may have noticed how much brighter it is in the       

sanctuary. And if you miss a basket in the gym, you can longer blame the lighting! 
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The Missions Committee will once again be participating in          

Operation Christmas Child boxes. As in the past, boxes will be made 

available on Sunday, October 30, and need to be returned no later 

than Sunday November 13. Remember to mark your box for a boy or 

a girl.  Also include the shipping fee. There are instruction inside 

each box explaining what you can and cannot send with the boxes. If you have any further      

question, please contact the church. 

Christ First Ministries 

School of Martial Arts  is 

starting back up their   

ministry at FUMC. The 

ministry involves a   

Christ-centered approach 

to learning martial arts. The instructor is Brent 

Nason assisted by Anthony Moretti. Call Brent 

at 901-262-4065 for more information         

including the current times for classes. As 

more students join, days and times for classes 

may slightly adjust. 

 

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday,     

November 6, at 2 AM. Don’t forget to set 

your clock back one hour before you go to 

bed Saturday night. 



 8 

The Community Thanksgiving Dinner is being planned for Thanksgiving Day 

here at the church. This is a cooperative effort between TLC, local churches, 

and The Well, to bring the love of Christ to those who might need a meal this 

Thanksgiving. There are many volunteers needed. If you are interested in   

volunteering, please contact TLC at 575-544-2400. If no one answers, leave a 

message and they will get back to you. If you are volunteering, there will be a 

food handlers class on November 7 and 10 at 6 PM here at the church. You 

must attend the training to handle food. If you went to the training for the BBQ, you would need 

to attend again as the training is specific to the event. If you cannot attend training, many other 

volunteers are needed to handle non-food related tasks.  

We will be updating the 

prayer list that is found in 

the bulletin each week. If 

you would like to be taken off or know    

someone who needs to be taken off, 

please let the office know no later than 

Nov. 6. The same goes for any addition 

you might have.  

 

Prayer is the link that connects us to God. 

- A. B. Simpson 

The Gym will be closed 

the week of          

Thanksgiving to allow 

for the Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner. 

The Chancel Choir will be presenting  A Christmas               

Extravaganza on Saturday, December 17, at 6 PM, in the   

sanctuary of the church. The evening will be a combination of 

both sacred and secular Christmas Music involving the Choir 

and soloists. The choir has been hard at work since late      

summer getting all of the music in order. We hope to see you 

that evening. Spread the word! 
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 November 2022 at the Deming Art Center is the annual Recycle Show which is sponsored by 

Luna County and “Keep Luna County Beautiful.”  Featured will be pieces of art made from 90%   

recycled materials and crafted by artists of all ages.  The show runs from November 2 – 29. Also, in 

November is our 2 day Guatemalan Mercado. It will be held on Friday, November 11, from 

10:30AM – 4PM, and on Saturday, November 12, from 9AM – 3PM. Come by and see all the      

colorful and unique offerings from the Guatemalan Art and Craft Community. The Gallery is  located 

at 100 S. Gold in Deming, NM, and the hours are 10 AM – 4 PM Monday thru Friday and 10 AM –  

1 PM on Saturdays. For more information please call 575-546-3663, check their website or see them 

on Facebook.  
    

 Cancer Support of Deming and Luna County is needing volunteers to drive patients to and 

from appointments. If you think you might be able to help, please call 575-546-4780 or stop by the 

office at 217 N. Country Club Rd.  

 

The Deming Senior Center is hosting BINGO every Wednesday night. Doors open at 4:30 PM 

and games start at 6:00 PM. Prizes range from $150 to $400. This is for the benefit of senior services 

here in Luna County. 

 

 The Dia De Muertos Art Festival will be happening Friday, November 5, from 1 PM to 5 PM. 

The street festival will take place at Play Sharity Children’s Museum, 301 S. Tin St. here in Deming. 

Free arts and crafts activities as well as performances by Deming Mariachi Department, Southwest 

Fine Arts Studio, and Santa Ana Folklorico. 

Wreaths Across America places Christmas wreaths at the graves of  veterans 

buried in our National Cemeteries. There will be a ceremony at 10 AM on  

Saturday, December 17, at Fort Bayard National Cemetery. For more           

information on how you volunteer to help lay out the wreaths or to order a 

wreath online, go to   Wreaths Across America Fort Bayard. 

We have a couple of interesting items to pass along this month. First, we came 

across an article about fighting back against debt collectors trying to collect 

outstanding medical bills. Very eye opening. Here is the link. Secondly, as 

with scammers today, they keep finding more and more ways to try and steal 

your personal information. The latest is to trick you into signing into websites using your           

Facebook sign-in. Even Facebook is discouraging this. Here is a link the an article explaining the 

dangers. 

http://www.demingarts.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Deming-Arts-Center-1419023808332215/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/16629/Overview/?relatedId=150000
https://www.consumerreports.org/money/debt-collection/fight-when-contacted-by-a-debt-collector-for-medical-bill-a8932597676/
https://about.fb.com/news/2022/10/protecting-people-from-malicious-account-compromise-apps/

