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First United Methodist Church – Deming 
1020 S. Granite Street Rev. Koreen Guillermo, Pastor    (575) 546-2791 
 
 
 

 

Praise Singing: 8:15 AM    Website: www.fumcdeming.org 
 

 

Morning Worship 9:00 AM    Email: main@fumcdeming.org 
 

 

Bible Studies:  10:15 AM (All Ages) 
 

Check us out on  Facebook   and   YouTube 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

-Isaiah 9:6 
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4th—Disaffiliation Basics Q & A Zoom Meeting, 2 PM 

6th—The Heart That Grew Three Sizes Advent Study,           

Fellowship Hall, 5:30 to 6:30 PM 

11th—Pick up Luminarias from Rockhound State Park, 2 PM 

13th—The Heart That Grew Three Sizes Advent Study,         

Fellowship Hall, 5:30 to 6:30 PM 

17th—A Christmas Extravaganza, an evening of music by the 

Chancel Choir, 6 PM 

20th—The Heart That Grew Three Sizes Advent Study,         

Fellowship Hall, 5:30 to 6:30 PM 

21st—Blue Christmas Service, 5:30 PM 

24th—Christmas Eve Service, 6 PM 

25th—Christmas Pajama or Sweater Day, an abbreviated    

morning worship service, 9 AM 

25th—Cocoa and Christmas Cookies Fellowship after worship, 

appr. 9:30 AM 

http://www.fumcdeming.org
mailto:main@fumcdeming.org
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCDeming
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3iQSYvcBZTpm1c2qFWAStA
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With Thanksgiving now in the rearview mirror and Christmas approaching quickly, I want to 

take this opportunity to say thank you for making my first five months with you such a blessing.  

I have quickly come to love the community of Deming, this church, and her people.  I am    

grateful that God saw to it to make FUMC part of my journey.  I hope to make this my            

retirement church.  But don’t worry.  Retirement is still at least six years away.  I am praying 

that I don’t go anywhere anytime soon. 

 

I am also happy to see people coming back to Sunday morning worship.  It is a blessing to look 

out on the congregation from the pulpit and encounter so many smiling faces looking back.  

Some of this, I think, is attributed to our continuing to come out of Covid.  And while we can be 

grateful for the service that Jacqui and Cari provided and the work they did to keep the church 

running after Brad’s retirement, I think some of our increase in Sunday morning in-person    

worshippers is because there is once again the stability of an appointed pastor.  People are    

comfortable coming back into public situations and with the sense of permanence. 

 

That said, there is still work to be done.  We need to look around on Sunday mornings to see 

who is here.  We need to take the time to greet people, especially those who haven’t been in 

worship in a while and those who are visiting.  We need to be intentional about including people 

in conversations and friendship circles.  More importantly, we need to look around on Sunday 

mornings and see who is not here and make a commitment to reach out to them during the week. 

 

We were talking about Christian hospitality in our Sunday School class last week and a couple 

of things broke this pastor’s heart.  One person said when they first started attending worship at 

FUMC, it was weeks before anyone even spoke to them.  Luckily this person stuck it out and has 

been a member here for a number of years.  Most people would not give a church a second 

chance if they were treated like this.  The other thing that was said was that this person had seen 

people engaged in conversation intentionally turn their backs on another person who was trying 

to approach one or more people in the conversation.   

 

Things like this should never happen.  Every visitor, whether a first-time one or a returning one, 

needs to be greeted by at least five people before they leave.  Every member should be as well.  

It can be as simple as a, “Hello.  It’s good to see you.”  For people you don’t know add an, “I’m 

(insert name here).  What is your name?”  Some people may not want any more than this.  But a 

greeting can be a lot more than this.  Change things up a little.  Get out of your pew (your name 

isn’t etched in it anyway) and offer to sit with a visitor or someone you haven’t seen in a while.   

 

        Continued on page 3 
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Continued from page 2 

Help them understand the traditions of our congregation and how we do things here.  Find out 

about their family and their interests.  Introduce them to somebody who has similar interests.  

Invite them to Fellowship Time and Sunday School.  Treat them as if they are going to be your 

new best friend.  Take them to lunch afterwards.  Give them a call mid-week just to see how 

they are doing.  Practice intentional, loving hospitality. 

 

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews says, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2, NRSV).  

Folks,  treat everyone as if they are an angel.  Treat them as if they are the precious, beautiful, 

and beloved children of God because each person we encounter is.  Do not neglect to show    

hospitality that is fit for children of the king.  It may not be what initially brings people into our 

presence, but it is what will ensure they stay and become part of the family.   

 

This Advent season let’s all commit to hospitality toward everyone who steps into our church 

and to those we encounter everywhere we may go.  And let’s hold each other accountable for our 

actions along those lines.  Let’s greet everyone with love and grace if only because our Savior, 

Jesus Christ, first extended love and grace to you and me. 

 

I hope you had a blessed Thanksgiving and that your Christmas season will be filled with the 

knowledge of what Jesus did for us out of unadulterated and unending love. 

 

Pastor Koreen 

Merry Christmas 

From 

First United Methodist Church 
 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them; and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 

shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,  Glory to God in the  

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward all. 
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This Advent study is being   

facilitated by Pastor Koreen 

and has already started. We will 

be studying the book, The 

Heart that Grew Three  Sizes: 

Finding Faith in the   Story of 

The Grinch by Matt Rawle. 

There are a few extra books, so 

if you still want to take part, 

contact the office right away. 

We will be picking up      

luminarias from Rockhound 

State Park at 2 PM on    

Sunday, December 11. Each 

year, Rockhound allows us 

to come and take as many luminarias as we 

need for our Christmas Eve Service. They are 

leftover from the Festival of Lights the night 

before. We can use all the help we can get to 

make fast work of the pick-up.  

Pastor Koreen will be holding a Blue Christmas Service on 

Wednesday, December 21, at 5:30 PM. Blue Christmas, also    

sometimes called a Longest Night Service, is a service designed for 

people who struggle with the Christmas holiday for some reason 

and people who support them. It could be that they have lost a 

spouse and have no family nearby. It could be that they don’t have 

good memories of Christmas from their childhoods. It could be that they experienced some sort 

of trauma around the season and the holiday is a reminder of that. Whatever it is, this is a time of 

reflecting on our darkness and remembering the hope the season is supposed to bring. Come join 

us for this meaningful service. Even if you are not one who suffers during the Holiday Season, 

you can be the one to hold someone’s hand, offer a hug or a shoulder to cry on, or simply       

embody the love of Jesus Christ to God’s precious, beautiful, and beloved children. 

Join us for our       

annual Christmas 

Eve service of Carols 

and Candlelight. This 

will be at 6 PM. The 

offering on Christmas Eve will be collected on 

behalf of TLC. With so much need in our 

community, TLC can really use your generous 

gifts to continue their mission of helping those 

families in need throughout Luna County. 

Join us on Christmas Day, December 25, at 9 AM for an abbreviated 

morning worship service. Wear your Christmas pajamas or Christmas 

Sweaters and join us afterward for hot cocoa and Christmas cookies. 

Sunday School will be at the discretion of the individual class. 
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It’s that time of year again for our mission project involving the Casa 

de Amor girls orphanage in Palomas. This year our church will be 

adopting some girls who will have Christmas gifts delivered to them 

the week of Christmas. Each girl will be gifted a jacket, shirt, shoes, 

socks and pants. As in years past, the tags are now available on the Christmas tree located at the 

back of the sanctuary. We ask that you take one or as many tags as you like. (All items must be 

returned by December 18.)The girls in Palomas greatly  appreciate your continued support. We 

are also asking for monetary donations so we can provide the orphanage director with enough 

money to purchase what they need for Christmas dinner. Put your donation into an envelope 

marked for the orphanage. If you write a check, please put Casa de Amor Christmas on the 

memo line. Thanks for helping make their Christmas holiday a little brighter.  

The Chancel Choir will be presenting A Christmas Extravaganza 

on Saturday, December 17, at 6 PM, in the sanctuary of the 

church. The evening will be a combination of both sacred and 

secular Christmas Music involving the Choir and soloists. The 

choir has been hard at work since late summer getting all of the 

music in order. We hope to see you that evening. Spread the 

word! 

We are preparing for year-end close out of 

financial records. To have your               

contributions recorded in 2022, please be 

sure they are in the office no later than Noon 

on December 27, 2022. Any contributions 

received after December 27 will be credited 

to 2023. We plan to send out the 2022  

Yearly Contribution statements around    

mid-January. Thank you for your attention 

to this matter. 

 

The office will be closed on December 26 

and January 2 in observance of Christmas 

and New Year’s.  

The Non-Food Commodities will have 

their quarterly distribution on          

Saturday, December 10, from 9 to 9:30 

AM, on the north side of the church. 
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 Our next Bread    

Basket offering will take 

place on December 18 and is 

the 2-in-1 offering           

supporting the Methodist 

Children’s Home and    

Providence Place.  

 The Methodist Children’s Home 

equips children, youth and families by      

offering hope through Christ-centered      

relationships, services and support.        

Providence Place is a Christian based   

adoption agency.  

 If you would like to make a           

donation, please mark the memo line on 

your check accordingly, or place cash in an 

envelope and drop in the basket during the 

final hymn Sunday morning. 

Communion will be held on 

December 4. We have        

resumed  normal communion 

practices with fresh elements 

at the communion rail. If you 

wish, you may bring your own or we will 

have some individual prepackaged ones  

available. We will be taking our special Local 

Mission Fund offering. Please mark your 

checks and envelopes appropriately. Local 

needs are great. Your generosity brings hope! 

The United Methodist 

Women meet the second 

Wednesday of each month. 

This month they will meet 

December 14 at 2 PM in the     

Fellowship Hall. For more information, 

please contact Imelda Veeder or Phyllis 

Mudd. 

The United Methodist Men 

will not be meeting this 

month. Please join them for 

their next meeting on    

Sunday, January 15, at 7:30 

AM in the Memorial Classroom. Have a 

wonderful holiday season. 

Join the Praise Band every Sunday     

morning at 8:15 AM as they lead worship 

through music.  

December 10 - Lay Servant 

Advanced Class on Max     

Lucado's Book "Because of 

Bethlehem - 9 am - 4 pm CT. 

Jon Hendricks, CLM -         

Facilitator. Register Here   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Y72sFQmk9JHO934DQD3Lg6qbuN9E1Gei60hGRBG54gJh4BGKWhzEMv8NPrtfCaA16E7krMBDAVsIzKiXIG1Yev4ku8F9qfNFCL68g_jiD9PufBSeeJW9794IfFmqZ8r_krPU9gwDh0hCMRCeB7IeCR8tHFBju29a&c=sFJaaYOsJ5bRpj9juoXdcuLgYpxNM1IRfQncgSBH7sLpjionURfxaA==&ch=GIk6
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Our Journey Through the New Testament will be completed in December by reading the 

books of 2 John, 3 John, Jude, and Revelation.  These readings in Revelation are a bit longer 

than normal, but they get you through the New Testament by the end of the year! See below 

for the schedule of readings.  
 
 

12/2 2 John (All of it) 

 

12/5 3 John (All of it) 

12/7 Jude (All of it) 

 

12/12 Revelation 1:1—3:13 

12/14 Revelation 3:14—5:14 

12/16 Revelation 6:1—8:5 

 

12/19 Revelation 8:6—10:11 

12/21 Revelation 11:1—13:10 

12/23 Revelation 13:11—15:8 

 

12/25 Luke 1:1—2:20 (Throwback for Christmas  

 

12/26 Revelation 16:1—18:10 

12/28 Revelation 18:11—20:6 

12/30 Revelation 20:7—22:21 

On Sunday, December 4th at 2:00 PM, we will be having a 
Zoom meeting at the church with Rev. Josh Kouri, the Chair of 
the Conference Board of Trustees, and Rev. Dr. Pam Rowley, 
our District Superintendent, on the basics of disaffiliation vs.  
remaining with the UMC. It will give us some information 
which will lead us to decide whether or not to enter into the    
discernment process regarding our future as a church. This is not 

a conference or district event. This is specific to this church. This is very important for 
all of us and the life of our church. Please make every effort to attend. 
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Christ First Ministries 

School of Martial Arts  is 

starting back up their   

ministry at FUMC. The 

ministry involves a   

Christ-centered approach 

to learning martial arts. The instructor is Brent 

Nason assisted by Anthony Moretti. Call Brent 

at 901-262-4065 if you have any questions. 

Current class times are 4 PM and 5 PM on  

Friday evenings. Parents must sign up any   

underage children at their first session. 

 

We believe people discover their true purpose and identity by knowing 

God through His Word. That is why BSF offers free, in-depth Bible 

studies in community for people of all ages around the world. 

 

 

Learn more about our upcoming study! 
 

“People of the Promise” 

A Kingdom Divided 
 

Join us January 12 @ 1pm, Thursday, at FUMC Deming in the chapel for an in-person study on 

“Part 2, of “People of the Promise”. Please call the church office for more information -           

575-546-2791. 

Silver Linings is in 

need of some 

items as they come 

into the colder 

months here in 

Deming. The items they desperately need 

are coats and warm clothes, hats, gloves 

and scarves, blankets, hand warmers, 

Chapstick, and moisturizer. You can drop 

off your donations at Silver Linings       

located at 212 S. Copper St. Your help is 

greatly appreciated. 
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Have you ever been unhappy 

with a service — like your 

phone or Internet — and tried 

to cancel it? But, when you 

tried, you found it difficult or 

nearly impossible? Learn about the ways 

companies illegally trick or trap people 

who use their services, steps to take, and 

your rights. Check out this link. 

AmeriCorps Seniors is in 

need of Volunteer for their 

Foster Grandparent      

Program. If you have 

some time and would like 

to make a difference in a 

child’s life, then this might be for you. They 

offer a stipend for seniors 55 and older as well 

as mileage reimbursement. If you are           

interested in joining this wonderful               

organization, please contact Evelia Zuniga at 

575-546-8825 or by email at                                    

ezuniga@demingseniors.org. You can also 

stop by the Deming Luna Senior Citizens  

Center at 800 S. Granite St. here in Deming. 

 

Don and Mary Lou Cameron 

December 27 

55 Years 

The United Methodist Women will be 

sponsoring the Shepherd’s Run again this 

year. This takes place at Christmas time 

and allows the church to show their thanks 

and appreciation for the first responders 

who work in Luna County. The idea is to 

take each first responder a plate of cookies. 

To this end, we may ask for your help in 

bringing in cookies to distribute or even 

help in delivering cookies into the         

community. Help us make this year’s 

Shephard’s Run a successful event. 

 

https://consumer.ftc.gov/consumer-alerts/2022/10/tried-cancel-service-couldnt-learn-steps-take?utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:ezuniga@demingseniors.org
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 December is the time for the annual Holiday Gift Boutique at the Deming Art Center.  Come, 
browse, shop and find wonderful, unique gifts for family and friends this holiday season. The      
boutique will run from December 2-30, 2022, and there will be a time to meet the artists on Sunday, 
December 4, from 1-3 PM. The Gallery is  located at 100 S. Gold in Deming, NM, and the hours are 
10 AM – 4 PM Monday thru Friday and 10 AM –  1 PM on Saturdays. For more information please 
call 575-546-3663, check their website or see them on Facebook. This project is supported in part by 
New Mexico Arts, a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and by the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 
 
 Christmas Downtown on Saturday, December 3. Schedule of events: 1 PM – Christmas    
Market at Courthouse Park; 5 PM – Light Up Downtown; 6 PM – Lighted Christmas Parade, Spruce 
and Gold Sts.; 7 PM – Community Tree Lighting, Courthouse Park; and, 8 PM – Santa Visit,         
following tree lighting at Courthouse Park.  
    

 Cancer Support of Deming and Luna County is needing volunteers to drive patients to and 

from appointments. If you think you might be able to help, please call 575-546-4780 or stop by the 

office at 217 N. Country Club Rd.  

 

The Deming Senior Center is hosting BINGO every Wednesday night. Doors open at 4:30 PM 

and games start at 6:00 PM. Prizes range from $150 to $400. This is for the benefit of senior services 

here in Luna County. 

 

 Silver Whiskers is having Military Appreciation Days the third Thursday of every month. All 

active  military, veterans, and their spouses receive a 10% discount. Remember to bring your military 

ID. And the second Thursday of each month is Senior day for anyone 62 or older. Remember to 

bring an ID. Silver Whiskers is located at 118 S. Silver Ave. here in Deming. 

 

 DAGSHIP Rescue is in need of foster caregivers. You decide the type of animal, length of 

foster care, and when you’re available. It’s a short term commitment to make a long term difference. 

They will provide food, vet care and support. Call or text them at 575-313-0626 for more               

information. 

 

 

Wreaths Across America places Christmas wreaths at the graves of  veterans 

buried in our National Cemeteries. There will be a ceremony at 10 AM on  

Saturday, December 17, at Fort Bayard National Cemetery. For more           

information on how you volunteer to help lay out the wreaths or to order a 

wreath online, go to   Wreaths Across America Fort Bayard. 

http://www.demingarts.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Deming-Arts-Center-1419023808332215/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/16629/Overview/?relatedId=150000

